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MINUTES OF 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

TUESDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER 2023 AT 7.30 PM 

 

 

PRESENT:    Cllr Mike Davis (Chairman)  

Cllr Dan Scott (RFO)  

Cllr Claire Church  

Cllr Tim Hues   

Cllr Nina Jeffries 

Cllr Tamara Reay (Wiltshire)  

 

OFFICER:    Jeannette Young (Clerk) 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  

Ten members of the public were present.  

• A request was made on behalf of Poulshot Village Hall and Bonfire Club to 

hold fireworks in the Green Gardens again this year. 

• The Cricket Club wicket area is due to be renovated in October and should 

take approximately two to three days. 

 

59/23/24 Apologies 

Apologies were received from, Cllr Caroline Nichols and Cllr Liz Bissett (Vice 

Chairman). 

 

60/23/24 Declarations of Interest 

No Declarations of Interest were received.  

. 

61/23/24 Minutes  

It was proposed by Cllr Church, seconded by Cllr Scott UNANIMOUSLY 

RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on the 
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25th of July 2023 as a true record with a noted amendment at 52/23/24, it 

showed a delta on the Treasurers account of £420 for Idverde which the RFO 

believed had gone out when publishing the accounts, however this did not 

leave the account until the next day. This did not affect the final signing of the 

accounts by the chairman which were correct. These minutes were duly 

signed by the Chairman. 

 

62/23/24  Chairmans Announcements 

• Fireworks – The Chairman asked for agreement for Poulshot Village Hall 

Trust and the Bonfire Club to use the Green Gardens for Fireworks and 

Bonfire. This was unanimously agreed to on the condition that,  prior to the 

event a  Risk Assessment and evidence of Insurance was provided, Drinks 

Licence obtained from Wiltshire Council, and the online Permission to use 

The Village Green and The Green Gardens for an Event form was completed, 

and all forwarded to the Parish Clerk.   

• Parish Steward- The next dates for the Parish Steward’s visits are the 5th 

October, and the 2nd and 30th of November 

• Idverde Contract – Email received stated;- We have had issues with the 

weather and the gangs and then grass growing like crazy. We are planning to 

get back on track and carry out the following. Gang mow the large areas next 

week and again 2 weeks after. If you have a cricket match and would like us 

to bring these cuts forward then please drop me an email. The mobile team 

that cuts the smaller areas will be with you next week and then every 2 

weeks. I am planning in the hedge cutting in October this applies to both the 

hand work and the flail works. We are also purchasing a new set of gangs as 

the set we have at the moment is on its last legs.” 

The Chairman stated he would contact Idverde to confirm the hedge cutting in 

October would include the wildflower area and leaving a margin around the 

pond. 

• Broadband- It was believed over 60% had pledge, with a request for contact 

to be made with the company for confirmation of progress and a copy of the 

details sent to the village magazine for inclusion in the next edition. 

• My Wilts App- It was acknowledged that this App should be used to report 

any issues in Poulshot or the county to Wiltshire Council.  

• Drains- Wessex Water have replaced a sewer on the Green.  

 

63/23/24 Police Report  

No Police Report for August 2023, had been received. 

 

64/23/24 Update from Wiltshire Councillor Tamar Reay 

• Highways  - The sum of £10m has been found through prudent 

financial management of Wiltshire Council. This £10m is in addition to 

https://www.poulshot.org.uk/app/download/5805186440/Village+Green+Permission2020.pdf
https://www.poulshot.org.uk/app/download/5805186440/Village+Green+Permission2020.pdf
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the highways budget and will be used for preventative works. Work will 

commence in the spring. All were encouraged to use My Wilts App to 

report any highways issues.  

• Tree Wardens- Launch of the Tree Planting scheme happened this 

evening at Wiltshire Council. Every parish is encouraged to take part, 

the role is open to everyone, with training, support, and guidance for 

grant funding being provided by Wiltshire Council.  Currently Wiltshire 

has tree cover of 14% and are looking to get to 17%. 

• Wessex Water – Are replacing the main sewers in Devizes over the 

next 24 months. There will be traffic issues and getting through the 

town will be tricky, but continued support of local businesses would be 

appreciated.    

• Recycling- Hopton recycling centre is one of the first to offer advice on 

what can be recycled, it is hoped this trail will help reduce what goes 

into landfill.  It is claimed 30% of rubbish that goes to landfill could be 

recycled. 

• Local Plan Review – The Draft Local Plan came out in July and is 

about local policies and housing numbers/allocation. There will be a on 

line briefing on the Plan on the 10th Oct   and prior to that an 

engagement event (drop in) at Devizes Library 5th Oct . 

Cllr Reay left the meeting at 20:00  

65/23/24 Planning Applications 

  No Planning Applications had been received.   

 

66/23/24 Request from Resident 

 

Following a request for ditch clearance from Collets Workshop across 

the Green to the main road, Members debated at length ownership and 

responsibility of the mentioned ditch along with the other ditches on the 

Green and Green Gardens. It was finally agreed that the Parish 

Steward be contacted and Wessex Water to try and determine 

responsibility for the ditches before taking any further action.  

  

67/23/24 Actions from Previous Meeting 

 

67/23/24.1 Regarding requests for the cutback and pruning of a 

Willow and Horse Chestnut tree, there followed discussions about the 

£500 budget for tree maintenance and reference to the Tree Survey of 

2017. It was pointed out that although the previous Council had 

commissioned the survey the recommended works had not previously 

been actioned, and concerns were voiced about urgent tree works that 

had not been dealt with and any further unknown crucial works need . It 

was therefore proposed by Cllr Scott, seconded by Cllr Jeffries, and 

UNANIMOUSLY agreed for the Chair, Cllr Davis to organise a visual 

inspection of the trees in particular those mentioned in the survey, 
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before proceeding to approach three independent tree surgeons to 

quote initially for the most urgent/crucial works. 

 

 

67/23/24.2  Members received the three  quotations obtained by the  

Village Trust for the disposal of the New Zealand Pygmy weed from the 

village pond, after discussion and clarification of previous years 

tonnage removal it was proposed by Cllr Hues, seconded by Cllr 

Jeffries and UNANIMOUSLY agreed  to authorise the Village Trust to 

book the preferred company  ‘A’ at a cost of £270.40 (ex VAT) on 

behalf of the Parish Council, and instructing the company to forward 

the invoice to the Parish Council for payment. 

 

 

67/23/24.3 Members considered the Highways Improvement Form 

requesting the funding of an extension of the cinder track along the 

byway, Broadway Lane. It was proposed by Cllr Scott, seconded by 

Cllr Church and UNANIMOUSLY agreed to approve the Highways 

Improvement Form and submit to Wiltshire Council’s, Local Highway 

and Footway Improvement Group 

 

 

68/23/24 New Website 

 

Members confirmed that they had viewed the new website through the 

previously sent link. It was confirmed that this new website was solely 

for the Parish Council and not to be used as a community website. 

There were concerns raised about having the two websites live at the 

same time and any confusion this may cause with residents. All agreed 

that there should be two Cllrs responsible for the administration of the 

new site, these being Cllr Nichols and Cllr Church.  It was then 

proposed by Cllr Davis, seconded by Cllr Jeffries, and UNANIMOUSLY 

agreed to go live with the new website once the old website has been 

taken down and not before, with Cllr Church to investigate and 

complete the removal of the old website.   

 

 

69/23/24 Parish Survey 

 

The Parish Survey was considered, and amendments suggested.   

It was then proposed by Cllr Church, seconded by Cllr Scott and 

UNANIMOUSLY agreed to publish the Survey with the suggested 

amendments. 
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70/23/24 Community Group Requests 

 

Following the request from Poulshot Village Trust regarding using 

timber from the fallen tree by Pond Cottage for the planned 

hibernaculum and the trunk if substantial enough, to carve a bench 

either to leave in situ or place on the Broadway at a suitable vantage 

point. It was proposed by Cllr Davis, seconded by Cllr Scott and 

UNANIMOUSLY agreed to grant permission, for the Village trust to use 

the fallen tree for the hibernaculum and a carved bench (if substantial 

enough), and for it to be placed at a suitable vantage point.    

 

  

71/23/24 Draft Privacy Statement  

The Draft Privacy Statement was considered, and therefore proposed 

by Cllr Davis, seconded by Cllr Scott and UNANIMOUSLY resolved to 

approve and adopt, the new Privacy Statement for publication on the 

new website. 

 

72/23/24 Finance Report and Bank Balances 

 

Members received and NOTED the 18th September 2023 spreadsheet 

showing Bank balances of Parish Account £13,135.71 and Community 

Fund £118,315.30, collectively standing at £131,454.01. Payments 

totalling £1,284.21 were also listed.  

 

73/23/24 Financial Expenditure.   

 

Members considered the expenditure, with an explanation from the 

RFO that despite several requests for invoices from the Village Hall, 

none had been received, the amount held for payment and waiting for 

invoice currently stands at £180 (not including this booking (19-9-23)). 

Frustration was acknowledged with a request from the Chair that a 

further request be sent asking for these vital invoices. There then 

followed by a proposal by Cllr Church, seconded by Cllr Hues and 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to approve the expenditure report for 

September 2023. 

 

74/23/24 Date of Next Meeting  

 

Members NOTED the date of the next meeting being the 7th November 

2023. 

 

75/23/24 Confidential Session  
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It was proposed by Cllr Davis, seconded by Cllr Jeffries and 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to go into a Confidential Session.  

The Chair, Cllr Davis requested the members of the public to leave the 

meeting at 21:10. 

 

76/23/24 Minutes 25th July 2023  

 

It was proposed by Cllr Church, seconded by Cllr Scott and 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to confirm the confidential minutes of the 

Full Council meeting held on the 25th July 2023 as a true record. These 

minutes were duly signed by the Chair. 

 

 

77/23/24 Village Green Boundary 

 

The Chairman explained that due to being away, this item had not 

been fully followed up, however he would endeavour to do so before 

the next meeting. 

  

78/23/24 Letter from Solicitors for Consideration.  

 

The letter was discussed, with further information requested. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 21:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………    Date…………………….. 



Melksham & Bradford on Avon Neighbourhood Policing Team

Rural Report Oct 2023
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Meet your team:
Bradford on AvonMelksham



Where have we been and what have we been up to?

We have carried out a  number of engagements 
to promote Community Messaging

School Visits at our local schools including Mini Police Force Road Safety Campaign with 
another event planned in November

A further drug warrant completed in 
Melksham with co-accused address in Bristol 
for drugs- with the help of PD RAIN

Arrest and 
investigation of 
3 youths 
connected to 
arson, criminal 
damage and 
theft offences 

Local business engagement for 
Business Safety Awareness week



Key Incidents and Crimes in Your Area:

08/10/23- TURLEIGH- Hedge damaged, potentially ongoing neighbour dispute
09/10/23- GREAT CHALFIELD- Axe thrown onto roof of greenhouse causing damage
10/10/23- LIMPLEY STOKE- Lorry damaged bridge FTS RTC
12/10/23- ATWORTH- Damage to wall at the village hall
13/10/23- HOLT- FTS RTC non injury
14/10/23- MONKTON COMBE- Theft of bronze garden fountain
15/10/23- SEMINGTON- Attempt vehicle break in, rubber seal damaged 
18/10/23- LOWER WESTWOOD- Burglary, suspect identified and investigation continues
19/10/23- STAVERTON- Vehicle stolen and crashed; driver arrested
23/10/23- FARLEIGH RISE- FTS RTC, wing mirror damaged
26/10/23- KEEVIL- Stihl leaf blower stolen from flatbed truck
27/10/23- SEEND- Non injury RTC; driver arrested
27/10/23- BOWERHILL- Non dwelling burglary- x3 suspects pending arrest



NEWS:

Upcoming dates:

Safer night patrols- the team will be out and about in Melksham and Bradford on Avon sharing advice to 
those on a night out on how to get home safe and look out for each other as Christmas party season is 
heading our way. We will also be attending the rural pubs to make sure they have literature displayed for 
safety campaigns such as Ask for Angela. These patrols will be on the 23/11/23, 16/12/23 and the 19/12/23

Firework nights- 

03/11/23- PC COMBS and PCSO CULLIFORD will be patrolling at the Melksham fireworks events.

04/11/23 - PCSO Laura WALLACE will be accompanied by PCSO HOSKEN on the patrolling Broughton Gifford 
fireworks display. 

05/11/23 - PCSO WALLACE and PCSO THOMAS (Trowbridge) will be at the Bradford on Avon fireworks 

Event.

If you have any events you would like us to attend, please contact us! We are happy to attend when we are 
free and able to do so- we can bring leaflets, advice and updates to events in your area. Just contact the 
officer aligned to your area, the PCSO team or the team as whole at TrowbridgeAreaCPT@wiltshire.police.uk



Get Involved

Keep up to date with the latest news and 

alerts in your area by signing up to our 

Community Messaging service – 

www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk

Follow your CPT on social media

• Trowbridge Police Facebook

• Trowbridge Police Twitter

• Melksham Police Facebook

• Bradford on Avon Facebook

Find out more information on your CPT area 

at: www.wiltshire.police.uk  and here 
www.wiltshire-pcc.gov.uk

http://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/TrowbridgePolice/
https://twitter.com/trowbridgecpt
https://www.facebook.com/MelkshamPolice/
https://www.facebook.com/BradfordOnAvonPolice/
http://www.wiltshire.police.uk/
http://www.wiltshire-pcc.gov.uk/
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Poulshot Conservation Area 

 



 































POULSHOT PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET Draft Considered at 7 Nov 23 Full Council Meeting
DRAFT BUDGET 2024/2025 VAT rate @

20%

2023/2024 

Budget
To Date Spend

2023/2024 

Forecast

2024/2025 

Budget

Change (22/23 

Forecast v 

Budget 23/24)

Comments / Justification

£ £ £ £ £

Salary 3,588.00£         1,771.00£          2,771.00£        £5,200.00 £2,429.00 Clerk anticipated 8hrs per week at £12.50per hr

Staff Pension at 3% 3% -£                  £0.00 Below threshold of earnings set at £520 pcm or £120 per week.  Otherwise this would be 3% minimum.

Employer's National Insurance 0% -£                  £0.00 Below LEL so = 0%

Overtime 538.20£            1,291.24£          2,582.48£        520.00£               -£2,062.48 Clerk Overtime reduced to 10% as hours increased.

Allowance/Expenses 260.00£            195.66£             250.00£            260.00£               £10.00 Clerk travel and telephone (£5 pcm) Councillors expenses for training courses (not course fees), stationary, stamps, printer ink, etc..

Legal 500.00£            -£                    500.00£            500.00£               £0.00 Based on need to be able to seek legal advice on land, community fund, audit or other matters.

Wages Accountancy 168.00£            108.50£             168.00£            168.00£               £0.00 £14.00 pcm incl VAT from Charlton Baker.

Subscriptions 200.00£            296.18£             400.00£            450.00£               £50.00 NALC/WALC/SLCC (150) OpenSpaces (50)/MS Office(60)/Norton(60) Virgin Mobile (60)

Insurance 286.20£            286.20£             286.20£            286.20£               £0.00 3-year policy reduced payments of £286.20 pa.

Training 200.00£            -£                    -£                  200.00£               £200.00 Reduced as most WALC provided training is free. 

Hire of Village Hall 300.00£            160.00£             300.00£            300.00£               £0.00 6 Planned meetings and 4 extra meetings @ £30 each )3 x £10/hrs)

Audit 360.00£            478.80£             478.80£            478.80£               £0.00 £399 plus VAT fixed for 3 years

Election Costs 175.00£            -£                    -£                  175.00£               £175.00

External Audit following Change of Clerk -£                   -£                  -£                     £0.00 £200 plus VAT.  Letter following audit challenge costs @ £2517.66 Not anticipated in 23/24

Grass Cutting   2,100.00£         1,260.00£          2,100.00£        2,415.00£           £315.00 Estimated cost at 15% increase on 23/24 Costs

Hedge Trimming  Green Gardens 250.00£            125.00£             250.00£            250.00£               £0.00

Tree Work  500.00£            -£                    1,000.00£        500.00£               -£500.00 No tree work was conducted in 20/21, 21/22, 22/23. Planned spend in 23/24.

Pond Weed Clearance 800.00£            329.28£             450.00£               £450.00 Previously conducted by Village Trust - Professional Contractor required (NewZealand Pigmy Weed) Reduced if just skip costs

New Land - HGF field 600.00£            -£                    -£                  600.00£               £600.00 Basic maintenance - one area cut and perimeter hedge cut.  Weed spray.  Reduced to £600

Grounds Maintenance Sub-Total 4,250.00£         1,714.28£          3,350.00£        4,215.00£           £865.00

Website current is £18 pcm 300.00£            144.00£             216.00£            540.00£               £324.00 For new site, with overlap of old. £29.99 pcm +VAT

Repairs/Maintenance 250.00£            -£                    250.00£               £250.00 Work is required on gates and fences in Green Gardens

Water Bill Green Gardens 50.00£              26.61£               50.00£              50.00£                 £0.00 £24 and £19 charged DD every 6 months.

Grants to village organisations 300.00£            300.00£               £300.00 Peggies, Fete and others…

Extra-Ordinary Grant Queen's Jubilee 600.00£            600.00£             600.00£            -£                     -£600.00 No event forecast

Defibrillator - No monthly charges -£                   -£                  -£                     £0.00 Paid by Community Fund

Expenditure Total 12,325.40£       6,786.27£          11,952.48£      13,893.00£         £1,940.52

£0.00

Community Infra Levy -£                   -£                     £0.00

Expected VAT Recovery 350.00£            1,839.06£          1,839.06£        1,200.00£           -£639.06 Increased to account for recovery on Green Maintenance

Allotment Income 120.00£            80.00£               80.00£              100.00£               £20.00 Increase allotment charge to £25 per year FY24/25.  Cannot be introduced for 12 months, start 1 Apr 23.  Remain at £20 for FY22/23

Income Total 470.00£            1,919.06£          1,919.06£        1,300.00£           -£619.06

Net Spending 11,855.40£       4,867.21£          10,033.42£      12,593.00£         2,559.58£           

Contingency 2,244.60£         18% 2,207.00£           -£37.60 Reserves need to be 3-12 months of spend.  Annual contingency at 20% of annual budget forecast.

Precept 14,100.00£       14,100.00£        14,800.00£         £700.00

Annual Balance -£                   -£                     4.965% Precept Change % in cash terms - does not reflect Council Tax Calculation.

Item
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