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Shoplifting – Op Elf

It’ll be no surprise to anybody that instances of Shoplifting increase around Christmas time.  The cost of 
living crisis will only serve to make it more pronounced this year.

Last year, we recorded 274,999 Shoplifting Offences across England and Wales.

To combat this; we deployed Officers on foot, in plain clothes, into the shops, to try and identify 
offences as they were occurring.  Staff were selected on days where they’d normally do some form of 
continuous professional development, but owing to the time of year they weren’t.

We were data driven in how we chose locations to visit; selecting stores which have reported the most 
significant losses, or greatest number of offences over the last year.

This Month’s Focus



Crime Exceptions

Crime Exceptions are described as a volume of offences outside of the normal range expected, 
based on the last two years worth of data. 

Melksham Town

No current exceptions for this area.  All are within normal ranges.

Melksham Rural North
Atworth, Broughton Gifford, Shaw, Whitley, Beanacre, Berryfield and Bowerhill

No current exceptions for this area.  All are within normal ranges.

Melksham Rural South
Semington, Seend, Seend Cleeve, Great Hinton, Keevil, Bulkington, Steeple Ashton and Poulshot

One exceptional Low for Vehicle offences.  No Vehicle offences were reported during the 
month.



Local Priorities & Updates

Priority Update

Melksham ‘Boy 
Racers’

We will be looking to remove this from our Local Priorities from next month, as the reporting picture has changed.  
This is in line with our own observations.

We’ll continue to monitor this as part of our ‘business as usual’.

In addition to the enforcement action; we’ve spoken to a number of individuals involved in the car scene over the 
last few months, explaining the concerns of residents to them and pointing out their proximity to houses.

Op Elf
We deployed Officers in Plain Clothes to patrol shops and proactively target would-be Shoplifters.  Shops were 
picked based on the number of offences during the year and Officers were made aware of repeat Shoplifters 
offending in the area, prior to this.

ASB – Williams 
Close

We’ve obtained a Closure Order for a Property in Williams Close, following incidents of Disorder, Anti-Social 
Behaviour and a successful Drugs Warrant at the same address a few weeks earlier.

This lasts for the next three months and will be robustly Policed.  It prohibits the Tenants from having any other 
visitors to the address, with the exception of Emergency Services and Housing Association Staff.

This is just one tactic we’re using to tackle ASB in this immediate area.



Useful Links

For more information on Wiltshire Police’s performance please visit:

• PCC’s Website - https://www.wiltshire-pcc.gov.uk/

• HMICFRS Website -

https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/police-forces/wiltshire/

• For information on what crimes and incidents have been reported 

in the Trowbridge Community Policing Team area visit 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/wiltshire-police/

https://www.wiltshire-pcc.gov.uk/
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/police-forces/wiltshire/
https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/wiltshire-police/


Get Involved

Keep up to date with the latest news and 

alerts in your area by signing up to our 

Community Messaging service –

www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk

Follow your CPT on social media

• Trowbridge Police Facebook

• Trowbridge Police Twitter

• Melksham Police Facebook

• Bradford on Avon Facebook

Find out more information on your CPT area 

at: www.wiltshire.police.uk and here 
www.wiltshire-pcc.gov.uk

http://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/TrowbridgePolice/
https://twitter.com/trowbridgecpt
https://www.facebook.com/MelkshamPolice/
https://www.facebook.com/BradfordOnAvonPolice/
http://www.wiltshire.police.uk/
http://www.wiltshire-pcc.gov.uk/
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